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Biological
Olympiads
in the USSR
Vjacheslav M. Dushenkov
Biological olympiads are the sort of intellectual competition widely spread
nowadays, especially among high school students. Olympiads, often an
integral part of the curriculum, stimulate the pupils' interest in acquiring
knowledge and help to evaluate the level of their knowledge. Biological
olympiads in this country differ greatly from the science olympiad in the
USA. First of all they include only biological material and can be
compared only with USA Science Olympiad events such as "A Is for
Anatomy," "Bio-Process Lab," "Designer Genes" or "Don't Bug Me."
Secondly, it is a personal competition with no official teams. Current
olympiads start at the school level and the winners take part in local and
then federal olympiads.
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In Russia, competitions represent one of the most popular form of
out-of-school activities in the field of biology education. The roots of the
present-day biological olympiads are found in the young naturalists'
movement of the 30s. The first olympiads made the work of the
naturalists more lively, stimulating the pupils in biology. They summed
up the work of various naturalist clubs and showed achievements in
cultivating plants and breeding animals. Often held as a part of summer
naturalists tournaments, the activities of olympiads were not closely
linked to structured learning activities within the school. The participa
tion of only naturalist club members and the organization of competitions
in summertime limited the effectiveness of this work.
The "new era" in the history of biological olympiads began in 1951 with
the introduction of a new tradition by the biological faculty of Moscow
University. Since that time biological olympiads have been held each
spring as a real competition of pupils. By 1960, district and city olympiads
comprising various biological branches (botany, zoology, cell biology,
genetics, etc.) were held not only in Moscow but also in Kazan, Kiev and
Leningrad. However, often this did not go beyond the district level.
Finally, in 1975, the students of the biological-chemical faculty of Moscow
Pedagogical State University initiated the first All-Russian School Chil
dren Olympiad. A well-known biologist, academician M. S. Gylarov,
headed the organization committee and students from all parts of Russia
had a chance to compete at an agro-biological station not far from
Moscow. Later on, such olympiads came into regular practice and were
sponsored by the Russian Federation Ministry of Education. In March,
1991, 252 high school students came to Rostov-on-the-Don from all
regions of Russia to participate in the Seventh All-Russian Biological
Olympiad.
The next logical step in this direction was the organization of the
All-Union Olympiad-the highest level of the intellectual competition on
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